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A BRIEF BIOGRPAPHY

is Holiness Moran Mar Baselios Marthoma Mathews I, the sixth Catholicos of the Malankara Orthodox Church
was born on January 30, 1915. He was the oldest son of Idiculla and Annamma of the family of Puthusserazhikath
Puthenveetil in the village of Perinadu in Kollam district in the southern part of Kerala. He was christened as Matthew
and was fondly called Mathaichen or Kochunnunni in his younger years. Mathaichen completed his schooling at the Pra-
kullam NSS High School. He was a shy and reserved student and was a favorite for many of his teachers.

he touch of God was evident in the boy from a very young age. In fact, one of his early teachers, Sivarama
Panikker of the NSS School advised him “Matthews, you need to become a priest. That is your calling.” Coincidentally,
Mathaichen was also becoming more convinced that he was meant to become a priest to do God’s work. God’s call was
strengthened through young Mathaichen’s study of ancient Christian books, involvement in Bible studies conducted by
Aala Achen of the Marthomite Church and by attending numerous prayer meetings led by the great evangelist Sadhu
Kochukunju Upadeshi. Another great influence at a young age was Mathaichen’s grandmother, Thankammachi, who
was fond of praying and reading the Bible regularly. After High School, despite the initial objection of his parents, Matha-
ichen proceeded with his education and spiritual training at the Old Seminary and Basil Dayara (monastery). One of
Mathaichen’s teachers in spiritual and theological matters was Rev. V.E. Daniel Clery who later became His Grace
Daniel Mar Philexinos of the Malankara Orthodox Church.

athaichen was ordained as a Shemmachen by His Holiness Moran Mar Baselios Marthoma Geevarghis Il and
shortly afterwards, was ordained as priest under the name of Fr.Mathews. Fr. Mathews had a deep interest in higher
studies and with the help of Puthencavil Kochu Thirumeni (His Grace Geevarghis Mar Philexinos), he obtained admis-
sion to the Serampore University in Calcutta. Along with his studies, Fr. Mathews served as the Vicar of the Orthodox
Church in Calcutta.

ver the next ten years, Fr. Mathews also served as the Vicar at Orthodox Church in New Delhi, Madras, Prak-
kanam and Mangalam. On Puthencavil Kochu Thirumeni’s initiative, Fr. Mathews was assigned to the Dayara
(monastery) at Othara in Kerala. This monastery was struggling financially and was a passage through fire for him.
However, his philosophy that sufferings should be received with thanksgiving, aided Thirumeni in successfully establish-
ing the Othara Dayara as a premier spiritual center of the Church.

n 1951, the Malankara Association elected Fr. Mathews for elevation to the position of Bishop. Consequently,
he was ordained as a Ramban (monk) by His Holiness Baselios Geevarghis Il. On May 15", 1953, Fr. Mathews was
elevated to the position of Bishop by His Holiness Baselios Geevarghis Il and took the name of Matthews Mar Coorilos.
Thirumeni was only 38 years old and was the youngest bishops of the Orthodox Church ever.

oorilos Thirumeni was appointed as the Assistant Metropolitan of the Quilon Diocese in 1953. When the in-
cumbent Metropolitan, His Grace Alexios Mar Thevodosios passed away in 1965, Coorilos Thirumeni was appointed as
the Metropolitan of the Quilon Diocese. As the Metropolitan, Thirumeni was responsible for starting numerous monaster-
ies and convents (such as Adoor St. Mary’s, Sooranadu Basil, Adthichanalloor Gethsamene, Pattazhi Calvary, Chen-
gammanadu Bethlehem, Chayalodu St.George, Kallada Carmel and Sooranadu St. Thomas). Additionally, Thirumeni
was greatly involved in the development of Adoor St. Cyril College, Kottarakara St. Gregorios College and more than 16
different schools within the Quilon Diocese. At the same time, Thirumeni also completed Advanced Theological studies
at the General Theological Seminary in New York.

n May 1%, 1980, the Malankara Association elected His Grace Matthews Mar Coorilos as the Catholicos des-
ignate of the Malankara Orthodox Church. When His Holiness Baselios Marthoma Matthews | abdicated his position due
to ill health, Thirumeni was elevated to the throne of St. Thomas as His Holiness Baselios Marthoma Matthews Il on
April 29, 1991. Thus Thirumeni became the sixth Catholicos of the Malankara Church and the 89th successor to the
Holy Apostolic Throne of St. Thomas.

is Holiness Baselios Marthoma Mathews Il was the most traveled Catholicos in the history of the Catholicate.
He has visited nearly every country in the world that would receive him. He had very friendly relations with leaders of
other religions as well and was also a great leader of the Ecumenical Movement. His Holiness was a well known orator,
an eminent scholar, a renowned theologian, an able spiritual leader, and a man who followed and taught the Word of
God. He had all the qualities needed for a spiritual leader and a Good Shepherd. With his intelligence, wisdom, love,
vision, and with his vast experience in various fields he proved himself a very good ecclesiastical head.

On October 30™, 2005, after serving 54 years as a Bishop of the Church including 14 years as the Catholicos and the
Malankara Metropolitan, His Holiness Baselios Marthoma Matthews Il withdrew from all leadership positions, due to ill
health. Thirumeni spent his last months at Devalokam Aramana, the official residence of the Catholicos, devoting his time
to prayer and rest. Thirumeni was called to his heavenly abode at 5:20pm on January 26", 2006. Thirumeni’s mortal re-
mains were interred at a specially constructed tomb at the Horeb Dayara in Sashthamkotta in the diocese of Quilon. The
uneral rites were led by the Catholicos of the East, Baselios Marthoma Didymos | . After placing the body inside the
crypt in a sitting posture, the faithful sprinkled and covered the remains with incense. The church has declared a 40-day
mourning, during which special prayers would be held for the departed soul.




MEMORIES

"1 have fought a good fight; I have finished my course; | have kept the faith.” 2 Timothy 4:7

"™\ “This is a true statement regarding Bava Thirumeni’s blessed life. It was a great
~ | Dblessing that Thirumeni came to Houston for the Jubilee celebrations of our church
. in 1999. His voice still resonates within our minds and his speech echoes in our
Church.” Very Rev. Gheevarghis Aroopala Cor-Episcopa

“He was a Thirumeni who had the respect of leaders from all over the world, not
just among Malayalees, but those of other ethnicities, He was also a great con-
vention speaker.” Rev. Fr. Mammen Mathew

“Thirumeni encouraged me to fulfill God’s calling in my life and was always a pillar of
our Orthodox faith.” Rev. Fr. M.T. Thomas

“Thirumeni had energy and passion for his calling. | had visited Thirumeni just a
couple of weeks ago while | was in India. It was heartbreaking to see Thirumeni
now in a state of serious ill-health and significantly weaker than earlier.”

Rev. Fr. V. C. Varghese

“The gentleness of his voice accompanied by an angelic glow was an indication of the
presence of the Holy Spirit in Bava Thirumeni.” Rev. Dn. Binu Mathews
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LETTER OF CONDOLENCE

“May those feet that cleanly trod keeping pure thy Holy place. Tread the
courts of paradise and with angels ever abide.”

To: His Holiness Baselios Marthoma Didymos 1
Catholicos of the East,

Your Holiness,

We, the clergy, managing committee and the members of St. Thomas
Orthodox Church of Houston, Texas would like to express our heartfelt condo-
lences at this solemn occasion of His Holiness Baselios Marthoma Mathews 11
leaving us for his heavenly abode.

We were all blessed with Bava Thirumeni’s courageous leadership and
prayerful life. He was truly a great spiritual father for all of us. On a more per-
sonal note, we will forever remember our beloved Bava Thirumeni’s presence and
blessings during the Silver Jubilee Celebration of our church in 1999.

We will continue to remember Bava Thirumeni in our prayers and we
seek his intercessions for us in the presence of his fellow saints and angels.

Yours in Christ,

Vicar - Very Rev. Gheevarghis Aroopala, Cor-Episcopa
Secretary — M.P. Varughese Trustee — Mathew George
And the Members of St. Thomas, Houston
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= FROM OUR CHURCH MEMBERS ...

T He was a great leader during a difficult time. We have a T "He was a wonderful person. When he came to our
lot to learn from his teachings and experience. Our house, he acted just like a regular person, not the
church is blessed to have had such a pious leader." head of the church. He was very humble."

T "He was the light of the church. Now the light is T "He had a heavenly smile. When he prayed, his
gone. We lost a great man." words lifted you up to the heavens."

T "He was a very respected person in the Kerala commu- T "When he came to our church, he was so humble
nity. He was a very spiritual, religious person." and soft... he shined."

T "Surely he'll be praying for us in heaven." T "l thought he was a very humble and pious man."
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