
Deepam

The Malankara Orthodox Syrian Christian Association met on September 21, 2006 at 
the Parumala Seminary. This was in light of the Additional District Court in Kerala 
judging in favor of the appeal, filed by our Church, against the judgment from the 
2nd Class Court of Ernakulam; that prevented the holding of the Association 
meeting by Bava Thirumeni. The judgment in our favor was passed out on 
September 20 and the Association Secretariat did a wonderful job in conducting the 
meeting on September 21 with more than 3,000 members attending. All the Bishops 
of our Church were also in attendance. Two historic resolutions were passed at this 
meeting:
   1) All Malankara Association decisions taken between the dates of January 1, 1971 
and March 20, 2002 were ratified.
   2) The Malankara Association decision to select the Metropolitan of the Malabar 
Diocese, His Grace Thomas Mar Timotheos, as the Catholicos-designate was 
approved and confirmed.  His Grace Mar Timotheos lawfully ascended to the 
position of Malankara Metropolitan with the title of Moran Mar Baselios Didymus I.
Additionally all decisions made by Didymus I Catholica Bava and by all Holy 
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The Managing Committee of the Church convened on September 27, 2006 and 
unanimously approved HG Mar Milithios to be nominated for the position of 
Catholicos-Designate.
This brings an exciting and passionate discussion concerning the position. Initially, four 
Thirumenis were nominated to the Holy Synod for the position of Catholicos-Designate: 
HG Mar Theodosius, HG Mar Makarios, HG Mar Epiphanios and HG Mar Milithios. 
Additionally, HG Mar Eusebius and HG Mar Athanasius informed the Holy Synod that 
they were interested in entering the race. The results of the election at the Holy Synod were 
as follows: 14 for HG Mar Milithios; 5 for HG Mar Theodosius; one each for HG Mar 
Makarios and HG Mar Epiphanios. At this point, HG Mar Theodosius, HG Mar 
Epiphanios, HG Mar Eusebius withdrew from any further consideration.  In the ensuing 
Managing Committee meeting, the unanimous decision was taken to nominate only HG 
Mar Milithios.  Immediately, HG Mar Athanasius and Mar Makarios withdrew from any 
further consideration. The Malankara Association is expected to unanimously select HG 
Paulose Mar Milithios, Metropolitan of the Kunnamkulam Diocese, as the 
Catholicos-Designate of our Church on October 12, 2006.
Milithios Thirumeni, who is currently 60 years old, was elected as a Thirumeni at a very 
young age. He is widely known for his piety, simplicity of life style, administration and life 
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of faith. He is the first Metropolitan of the tradition-rich Kunnamkulam area and established the Diocese as a powerful center 
of Orthodox believers. He faced numerous difficulties, both financial and secular, in Kunnamkulam and overcame all 
challenges with determination and purity of intent while still maintaining a reputation for compassion and integrity. 

Please watch for a biography of Milithios Thirumeni in the next edition of Deepam.
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