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Where there is darkness, let there be light

St. Thomas General Church News

The Managing Committee is in the process of undertaking many new ventures. Currently:

< His Holiness Baselios Marthoma Didimos | will be in Houston on July 1% and 2". Bava Thirumeni will
conduct Holy Qurbana on the morning of Sunday, July 2™, at St. Gregorios Church. Bava Thirumeni will
also be at St. Stephens on Saturday evening and at St. Thomas on Sunday evening

« The General Body will be convening to finalize plans for the recreation facility. All members are
requested to be in attendance, as a quorum is needed for the vote. The date will be announced in
church. Please make plans to be in attendance.

« The Construction Fund list is posted on the church notice board. Please review and alert the Committee
to any corrections that must be made. Members are asked to remit any balance as early as possible so
that we will be able to start our project.

< The Managing Committee realizes the sacrifices that many individuals had to make in order to contribute
towards the Construction Fund. We would like to extend our appreciation to each of you for your
continued generosity to the future of our Church.

« Now that the summer heat is upon us we realize that the temperature may be uncomfortable at times,
however, in order to keep our costs to a minimum, the thermostat has been set to a fixed temperature.
No one should adjust the thermostat without the approval of a committee member.

< The parking lines in the church parking lot need to be repainted. If anyone is interested in undertaking
this project, or can provide assistance, please contact Mathew George or Manoj Thomas at the earliest.

« The church picnic has been planned for August 19th at (location). Please plan to be in attendance with
your families. It will be a great opportunity for fellowship with each other, fun activities, and good food!

« Families traveling to India for the summer are requested to bring back Qurbana Kramam books for the
church if possible. All donations will be appreciated.

< The 2006 Church Festival (Perunnal) will be held from Friday July 21 to Sunday July 23™. The Perunnal
has been postponed to late July to avoid conflict with the Southern Region Family Conference which is
being held in Dallas from July 6th to July 9th.

American Diocese News

« His Holiness Baselios Marthoma Didymos |, Malankara Metropolitan and Catholicose of the East, arrived
in New York on June 13th for his visit to the American Diocese as Catholica Bava. Bava Thirumeni will
be felicitated at a special Reception on June 17th in New York and will be visiting our believers in many
cities in the US before returning to India. Bava Thirumeni will also be the Chief Guest at the Southern
Region Family Conference in Dallas from July 6-9, Diocesan Family & Youth Conference in New York on
July 12-15 and the South-East Family Conference in Tampa on July 20-23.

< Binoy George has been ordained as a Deacon in the American Diocese. Binoy Chemmachen belongs to
the St. Thomas Orthodox Church in Dallas and is a 2nd year student at the Vladimir Orthodox Seminary.

< Very Rev C.J Johnson Cor-Episcopa, vicar of the St. Mary’s Orthodox Cathedral celebrated the Silver
Jubilee of his ordination as priest in a special function attended by HG Matthews Mar Barnabas, HG
Zacharias Mar Nicholovos and HG Thomas Mar Makarios.

« The second mission trip to India by the MGOCSM of the American Diocese is underway. This year four
youngsters will participate in the 2-week trip and they are Joel Mathew (St. Mary’s Dallas), Steve
Thomas (St. Gregorios Oakpark), Anish Alexander (St. Mary’s Dallas) and Diju Scaria (St. Gregorios
Chicago). Deacon Paul Cherian will lead the team.

« The newest congregation of the US Diocese has been started at Davenport, lowa under the name of St.
Thomas Congregation. This community includes Orthodox believers from the Quad-City region of lllinois
and lowa.

% The General Assembly of the American Diocese met on April 29th at the St. Mary’s Church in Rockland,
New York. 59 representatives (priests and laymen) from 39 parishes attended the meeting. In total, the
American Diocese has 78 parishes and 86 priests. Following are the decisions made at this Assembly
meeting:

(Continued on back)




< The assembly unanimously passed a resolution requesting the Catholica Bava and the Managing Committee
to discourage bishops from visiting the American Diocese and raising funds without the permission and
knowledge of the Diocesan Metropolitan HG Mathews Mar Barnabas.

« The assembly approved the 2006 diocesan budget of $3,639,397. $2,617,979 of this amount is earmarked
for the construction of a new Diocesan Center.

« The assembly also discussed the formation of a centralized salary scale for all diocesan priests and to
arrange for salary payment to be done through the Diocesan Center. A minimum salary of $1,000 has been
established for all priests and the topic was tables for further discussion at the next assembly meeting.

« Rev.Fr. M.K. Kuriakose has been appointed as the Coordinator for the Divyabodhanam adult study program
diocese-wide. The plan is to form areas similar to existing Sunday School areas and conduct
Divyabodhanam classes and exams within these areas.

< A committee has been formed to investigate the establishment of a Theological Seminary in America

Indian Orthodox Church News

« In the recently concluded General Elections, seven members of the Malankara Orthodox Church have been
elected to the State Legislature of Kerala. They are Oommen Chandy (Puthupally), Joseph M Puthuserry
(Kaloopara), Babu Paul (Moovatupuzha), M J Jacob (Piravom), Adv. M.M Monai (Kunnathunadu), Rajaji
Mathew Thomas (Ollur) and Jose Baby (Mannarkadu).

« HG Gheevarghese Mar Osthathios has resigned from his responsibilities as the Metropolitan of the Niranam
Diocese. The Church has elevated the Assistant Metropolitan, HG Yoohanon Mar Chrisostomos as the next
Metropolitan. Osthathios Thirumeni will continue as a guiding force for the mission activities of the church and
is the first Metropolitan to resign from the leadership of a diocese. Thirumeni also recently celebrated the
Golden Jubilee of his ordination as a priest.

< An annual budget totaling Rs. 135 lakhs was presented at the recently concluded meeting of the Managing
Committee of the Indian Orthodox Church. Additionally, it was decided to convene a session of the
Malankara Syrian Association on September 21st, 2006 with the primary objective being to elect the next
Catholicose-designate for our Church.

« Very Rev Jacob Mannaraprayil has been appointed to the Tribunal for the upcoming Malankara Association
meeting in September.

Marth Mariam Samajam

Martha Mariam Samajam members want to remind everyone to be safe and to enjoy the summer break!
The next prayer meeting was on June 24th at the church. Thankamma Varghese will be presented the
discussion topic. Prayers for the sick and new worship songs were also a part of the agenda.

The Martha Mariam Samajam is an organization of the women of the Church to unify in prayer, support
and companionship. All women over the age of 15 are eligible to join.

OCYM

The next OCYM Prayer Meeting will be on July 15 at 5 pm at the church. We ask all OCYM members,
old and new, to please come to the meeting.
Anything else?

MGOCSM

< All three MGOCSM chapters in the Houston area have begun planning for this year’s Orthodox Sports
Tournament, which invites teams from all churches in our region. If you are interested in helping plan the
event, please contact any officer.

< Our Young Women'’s Bible Study started off well during the beginning of June, with Risha George
conducting the first Bible Study. Because of the positive response, MGOCSM plans on keeping the Bible
Study going on a regular basis

« We have had two meetings so far to plan for this year’s retreat, but it's not too late to help out. If you
would like to donate to the Retreat Fund, please let us know.

« We are organizing carpools to this year's Southern Region Conference. Any members interested in
taking part, either as a rider or a driver, please contact Jobby Jacob.

« This year’s leadership camp is in Dallas from July 27-30, 2006. St. Thomas will be sending five

delegates: Lila Varghese, Ceena Babukutty, Christina Mathew, Brini Zachariah, and Mathew Monci.
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